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Tuesday 7th September

COVID-19 safety measures in school

Dear Parents/ Carers,
Further to our letter earlier this week in regard to opening arrangements for 6th September, I am now
writing to explain the measures in place and procedures for potential and identified cases. This information
aligns with all schools within our Trust.
The plan is based on the contingency framework for managing local outbreaks of COVID-19 and the schools
operational guidance, provided by the Department for Education (DfE).
We will only implement some, or all, of the measures in response to recommendations provided by our
Trust, directors of public health (DsPH), Public Health England (PHE) health protection team or the
national government.
It may be necessary to implement these measures in the following circumstances, for example:
•

To help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within the school. Actions will be considered when either of
the following thresholds are met:
o

There are 5 positive cases amongst pupils or staff who are likely to have mixed closely
within a 10-day period

o

10% of pupils or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive within a 10-day
period

•

If COVID-19 infection rates in the community are extremely high, and other measures have failed to
reduce transmission

•

As part of a package of measures responding to a ‘variant of concern’ (VoC)

•

To prevent unsustainable pressure on the NHS.

If other measures are recommended:
•

Parents, carers, pupils and staff will be informed promptly about the introduction of control
measures. This will be done via letter once a decision has been made.

If recommended, we will (re)introduce:
•

Advice on more frequent Testing

•

Bubbles, to reduce mixing between groups
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•

Face coverings in corridors, staff rooms and any other communal areas for staff and visitors (unless
exempt)

•

No whole school gatherings

•

Staggered lunchtimes/breaks etc.

•

Staggered start / end of days

If recommended, we will limit:
•

Residential educational visits

•

Open days

•

Transition or taster days

•

Parents coming into school

•

Live performances

•

Essential visitors.

If the above restrictions are recommended:
•

All pupils who are isolating will be required to stay at home and will receive remote education.

•

We will aim to deliver remote education that meets the same quality and quantity of education
that pupils would receive in school, as outlined in our Remote Education Information for Parents /
Carers and in accordance with all previous guidance on Remote Education.

•

The school will continue to provide meals or lunch parcels for pupils eligible for benefits-related
free school meals while they are not attending school because of COVID-19 isolation guidelines.

What happens if my child develops symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19?
•

If your child is displaying symptoms they should not enter the school and you need to call the school
office to notify us. You will then be advised to take your child for a PCR test (please note lateral flow
tests should not be used on primary age pupils). If anyone in school develops symptoms, however mild,
they will be sent home and should follow public health advice.

•

Parents should inform school of test results via telephone or email to the school office.

What happens if a member of my household tests positive for COVID-19 on a lateral flow or PCR?
•
•
•
•
•

•

If a member of a household has a positive LFD test result, they should self-isolate in line with the
stay at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection;
and
They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19;
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive LFD test, and is negative, it overrides the selftest LFD test and the individual can return to school or work, as long as they don’t have COVID-19
symptoms.
If a member of a household has a positive PCR test result, they should self-isolate for 10 days but
other members of the household who are under 18 or have had both doses of a COVID-19 vaccine
do not need to isolate unless they are displaying symptoms, in which case they must have a PCR
test.
If a child tests positive following a PCR test, then NHS Test and Trace will contact the parent/carer
to identify close contacts, using the information provided when booking the test. The school will
no longer be asked to conduct routine contact tracing. Being in an educational setting with
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 will not necessarily mean a person is identified as a
close contact. NHS test and trace will ask the parent/carer for contact details, if you know them, of

•

any of the individuals’ parents/carers who have been identified as close contact. School will not be
able to pass on contact details to parents/carers in this situation.
If a close contact is under 18, they will not have to self-isolate but will be asked to take a PCR test
immediately, other than for very young children identified as non-household contacts, and they will
not need to self-isolate while awaiting the results of the test.

What are we putting in place as additional measures?
•
•
•
•

We will ask that children to continue to use hand gel on entry to the school site and wash hands
regularly.
Asking parents to consider social distancing at drop off and collection times.
Extra cleaning throughout the school during the day.
Parents/carers may come on to school grounds but we politely ask that for the time being they do
not enter the school building unless by appointment. We can allow 1 parent/carer to enter the
main reception area at a time but please maintain social distancing when speaking to the office
staff.

We understand that this is a very detailed document and we appreciate your support as we return to
school.
Kind regards,
Suman Bedi
Headteacher

Cara Bolton
Deputy Headteacher

